me as you ever have done. Farewell, yours from L^ttgttet
my heart,                                                        u> Sidney

Philip Sidney,

Venice, Christmas Day, 1574*

VII

to

1AM truly pleased that you again promise to
lose no opportunity of letting me hear from
you, and that you make so much of your dili-
gence in writing; you say you have
only two letters from me, and written three. If
that is fair ground for boasting, I am now writing
my seventh, and up to this time have
only three from you. You will be employing
yourself well and usefully, if you             writ*

ing diligently while you are            from your

home, for when you return, it will not be in
your power; and unless you                        the

art of writing with         you will          lost the

principal objedl of your                  labours*

you will be less        to         up any
you may contract with                 for, as you are

formed by nature for kindliness, I
would wish them to last,
Our friend, the King of Poland, has at last bid*
den a long farewell to his family, at Bkmont Ine my letters to
